Tolkien’s Christian Views
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Tolkien describes the essence of the gospel and all fairy-tales as “euchatastrophe.”


In the Lord of the Rings, the quest to destroy the ring has much suffering and failures.  Because of these sufferings, Aragorn is now on track towards Gondor.  Should good prevail over evil, then this would be a euchatastrophe.
Tolkien defines eucatastrophe in theological terms: “The Birth of Christ is the eucatastrophe of Man’s history. The Resurrection is the eucatastrophe of the story of the Incarnation. This story begins and ends in joy.”
Tolkien’s writings are very much in line with the Victorian Age.  He never really accepted modernism.  He mourned the loss of the pasture countryside and the invention of factories.  He was an original member of The Inklings, a group of Oxford professors that were described as, “politically very conservative, religiously very Catholic (either Anglo or Roman), and artistically very antimodernist.”  They had a goal to change contemporary art and life itself.
Many people find it sacrilegious relating Christianity and the mythology that Tolkien creates.  Tolkien, however, saw God as the author of mythology.  Remember that Joseph Campbell and Carl Jung also saw mythology as having a unifying source, although neither of them saw God as that source.  Since God created mythology, Tolkien saw no problems with creating a world in which he can recorder (rather than invent) a story that shows God’s existence and involvement in a pre-Christian world.

As a result of this Christian theme, many literary critics are hostile in their reviews, ranging from, “juvenile trash,” to complaining that it lacked, “a serious controlling principle.”  


Be sure to understand that The Lord of the Rings is not a Christian allegory, but a created story (myth if you will) about Catholic and Christian beliefs and tenets.
�


Through suffering, tragic events, and near failures, the ultimate good is reached





"The chief purpose of life, for any one of us, is to increase according to our capacity our knowledge of God by all the means we have, and to be moved by it to praise and thanks."


									- J. R. R. Tolkien, 1969








"The Lord of the Rings is of course a fundamentally religious and Catholic work; unconsciously so at first, but consciously in the revision."    - J.R.R. Tolkien














